Minutes from the meeting

of BILDESTON PARISH COUNCIL
held on 14 September 2009 in Chamberlin Hall at 7.30 pm

           In attendance:

Councillors:
R Lester (Chairman)


A Guttridge (Vice-Chairman)


P Cousins


G Spindler

J Talbott

R Taylor

N Tye
Cllr J Pembroke   (Suffolk County Council)
M Baker RFO
V J Allard   (Clerk)
One Member of the Public.
C70/09/10
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs D Keane (Babergh District Council) and J Cartwright and for lateness, from Cllr J Pembroke (Suffolk County Council)
C71/09/10 
 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Cllr Guttridge declared that he was an officer of Suffolk County Council. 

C72/09/10 
TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS
The minutes of the meetings held on 10 August and 7 September 2009 were confirmed and signed as correct records. 
C73/09/10
AFFORDABLE HOUSING
Mrs Tracey Brinkley (Housing Enabling Officer, Babergh District Council) presented a report and circulated plans regarding the development of further affordable housing in the village. Re-development of part of the existing estate at Brooksfield was proposed. This was 
subject to the acquisition of sufficient funding and the granting of planning permission.  She explained that a number of factors, including the re-routing of a drainage system and re-purchasing some property, would make this an expensive development and, so to be viable, the maximum number of properties must be achieved.

The drawings were still to be finalised. She would attend a further meeting before seeking planning permission so that the Parish Council could see exactly what was being proposed. 

Mrs Brinkley then went on to giving an update on the current situation regarding the works at the Wattisham Road site.  An application for planning permission had been made.  Some improvements to the visual appearance of the front of the properties were being sought and some of the electricity cables would have to be routed underground. The funding for this project was not yet in place and the legal transfer of the land had to be completed.  She assured Members that the site would be made secure and kept in a tidy condition.
During the course of the presentation it was made clear that there was a high demand for accommodation in the village with a waiting list running into the hundreds.

C74/09/10
POLICE REPORT

There was no Police Report.  The Clerk had received an email saying that the PCSO Penny Molkenthin was away but would be in touch when she returned.
C75/09/10
SUFFOLK COUNTY COUNCIL
Councillor Jeremy Pembroke reported that going forward over the next five to ten years, because of the economic situation, he was fairly certain that Central Government would be cutting back on the amount of money distributed to county and district councils across the Country. He said the way services were delivered would have to become more ‘joined-up’ with more ‘cross-working’ within all the different authorities including the Police and PCTs.  The idea was to avoid duplication as much as possible.  
He then went on to talk about the National Grid’s proposal for a new overhead high voltage power line and he urged the Parish Council to become involved in the consultation. (minute C83/09/10 also refers)

C76/09/10  
BABERGH DISTRICT COUNCIL
There was no report from Babergh this month.
C77/09/10
STREETLIGHTS -  ADDITIONAL & REPLACEMENT
Cllr Taylor presented a report in which it was recommended that certain lights be replaced resulting in an improved service with less light pollution although, possibly, involving higher energy and maintenance charges.  After lengthy discussion there appeared to be three options open:

(i) Carry out minimum repairs to re-instate lights at the current service level.

(ii) Carry out minimum repairs as above and address any obvious service level issues.

(iii) Replace and renew the whole system bringing it up to a standard where it could be maintained by another authority/supplier.


Cllr Taylor agreed to develop these ideas complete with costing.
C78/09/10 
MATTERS ARISING/CARRIED FORWARD FROM PREVIOUS METINGS

Grove Cemetery
The hedge had been cut and looked very good
Coronation Playground
The notice board had arrived and the Clerk would arrange to have it erected.  The other work was in hand.
Parking in Chapel Street
PCSO Molkentin had agreed to look into this.  There were also problems at the end of Duke Street and these would also be brought to her attention.  

Fly-tipping at the Sportsfield, Consent Lane

A reply to a letter only recently sent to the Management Cttee was awaited.

The top hand rail on the footbridge had been broken, Cllr Spindler would report this to SCC.
.   
Damage to road at entrance to 79/81 High Street 

This had been reported to SCC Highways.

C79/09/10 
PLANNING MATTERS

Planning Appendix A
	Application Number: 
	B/09/01005

	Location:
	129 High Street

	Proposal:
Decision:
	Change of use of premises to residential dwelling.
Object.  Change of use would deprive the village of a business opportunity and potential employment.  Members expect all effort to be made to dispose of these premises for business use before change of use permission is granted. 



Planning Appendix B

 Decided by Babergh District Council
	Application Number: 
	B/09/00817

	Location:
	Hurrell Place, Chapel Street

	Proposal:
Decision:
	Fell 1 no. Leylandii as required.
Granted

	Application Number: 
	B/09/00703

	Location:
	Bank House Stores, 118 122, High Street 

	Proposal:
	Application for Listed Building Consent - Conversion of existing      detached outbuilding to form a self contained residential annex.

	Decision:
	Granted

	Application Number: 
	 B/09/00702

	Location:
	 Bank House Stores, 118 122, High Street

	Proposal:
	Conversion of existing detached outbuilding to form a self contained        residential annex, erection of detached summerhouse and garden shed,   erection of fencing and installation of timber decking (all retention of).

	Decision:
	Granted


	Application Number: 
	B/09/00005

	Location:
	23 Duke Street

	Proposal:
	Erection of two-storey rear extension.

	Decision:
	Refused


	Application Number: 
	B/09/00006

	Location:
	23 Duke Street

	Proposal:
	Application for Listed Building Consent - Erection of two-storey rear extension; internal alterations.

	Decision:
	Refused


 C80/09/10
FINANCE

Donation to Poppy Appeal


A donation of £116.50 to the Royal British Legion was approved

Payments
The following payments were authorised:

	Payee/Service
BDO Stoy Hayward LLP                                                 
Clerk

Royal British Legion

	       £
  327.75
  295.26

  116.50




C81/09/1 
ROAD SAFETY
Cllr Talbott reported that a letter would be sent requesting further details of speed warning devices and reporting damage to bollards outside September Cottage, Chapel Street.  The Clerk would write to the farmer again to remind him that the Parish Council still wanted to discuss the problem of grain lorries with him.

On ‘Community Speedwatch’, materials were still awaited. A meeting with the other parishes was proposed for the near future.

C82/09/10  
MARKET PLACE


There was nothing to report
C83/09/10  
CORRESPONDENCE
Circulars and correspondence were received and would be circulated. 
National Grid: overhead line project

Letters and a map had been received and circulated.  Public consultation was about to begin on proposals for a new overhead electricity transmission line between Bramford electricity sub-station (near Ipswich) and Twinstead Tee (near Sudbury). The overhead line was required to connect new and future electricity generation in the East Anglia region.   Full details could be seen on http://www.nationalgrid.com/uk/Electricity/MajorProjects/BramfordTwinstead.
DECIDED – to wait for the consultation period to begin before taking any action.

C84/09/10 
MATTERS TO BE BROUGHT TO THE ATTENTION  OF 
THE COUNCIL
Cllr Cousins thought, that in light of Mrs Brinkley’s report of the high level of people looking for affordable homes in the village, it might be worth while to enquire of Babergh whether there were any plans to seek development of the disused garage site at the southern end of the High Street.  The Clerk would make enquiries. 
.

The meeting closed at 9.30 p.m.
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